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CONFIDENTIAL OTTAWA 01998 

PASS AGRICULTURE FOR NOVOTNY/FAS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: EAGR, ETRD, CH, CA 

SUBJECT: PRC WHEAT PURCHASES FROM CANADA 
REF: (A) HONGKONG 3235; (B) PEKING 539 

1 . GRAINS GROUP OFFICIAL ADVISED AGATT THAT WHILE 
CANADIAN/CHINA TRADE COMMITTEE MEETING IN OTTAWA 
WHEAT PURCHASE IS NOT REPEAT NOT INCLUDED IN DISCUSSIONS. 

2. AGATT ALSO ASKED ABOUT REPORT THAT CWB HAS BOOKED 
25 PERCENT MORE LAKER FREIGHT FOR THE 1977 SEASON THAN 
LAST YEAR. OFFICIAL STATED HE WAS NOT TOO FAMILIAR 
WITH THIS BUT DOUBTED THAT THERE WAS ANY PARTICULAR 
SIGNIFICANCE TO THIS. CWB SOMETIMES RELEASES CHARTERS 
OR MAKES SPOT CHARTERS AND AMOUNT BOOKED AT BEGINNING 
OF SEASON IS NOT NECESSARILY INDICATIVE OF LEVEL OF 
MOVEMENT FROM THUNDER BAY TO ST. LAWRENCE TRANSFER 
ELEVATORS. ENDERS 
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